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 WIZARD OF OZ PRODUCTION  
In April students in Grades 1-8  went to the Young 

People’s Theatre to see a performance of the  Wizard of 

Oz . Students and staff enjoyed the production and came 

back with lots of ideas for our  own LDVA production  

of Wizard of Oz which will be presented on Thursday, 

May 19th @ 7:00 pm in the school gym.  Students and 

staff  have been working hard on what promises to be a 

most entertaining and exciting production.      
 

LEONARDO'S  CHALLENGES  
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March’s Leonardo’s Challenge, hosted by Casa, 

incorporated all Da Vincian Principles and in particular, 

curiosità, dimonstratzione, and sfumato. Students were 

divided into teams and given a basket of materials and 

ten plastic cups. Their first challenge was to construct a 

pyramid with the cups using only the materials in the 

basket and not their hands. After the pyramid was 

complete, the teams were told to design a team flag and 

place it on top of the pyramid. Teams were then asked 

which material they used the most to build their 

pyramid. That material was then taken away and teams 

were asked to repeat the challenge over again. Some 

groups were incredibly creative!  This continued on 

until teammates had no materials left. Older students 

had an extra challenge to manage their teams and 

provide instructions to their younger friends.  Younger 

students had an additional responsibility of designing 

their team flag. It proved to be a  great challenge and 

students were thrilled to be Thinking like Leonardo!  

 

April's Leonardo’s Challenge was hosted by Mme. 

Golgota and Mrs. Lobo.  All the Elementary students 

participated, within mixed age groups. The children 

were challenged to match 116 various French movie 

titles with their corresponding English titles. Many of 

the children realized that the translation was not always 

in the same text. They learned that sometimes when 

translating from French to English or visa versa, 

different grammatical structures are used. Once they 

were able to accomplish this task, each team was further 

instructed to choose a movie and answer 8 questions 

relating to it.  At the end of the challenge the children 

enjoyed designing a poster of their favourite movie. 

They were asked to either draw the main character or a 

popular scene from the movie they chose.  At the end of 

the challenge students were asked what Da Vincian 

Principles, they had used while working on their tasks. 

The children did well associating the different principles 

with their experiences through the challenge.  It was a 

wonderful learning adventure.  
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SENIOR INTRAMURAL SPORTS          Mr. Jewell 

Although spring is slow in arriving this year, the chilly 

temperatures have not dulled the enthusiasm of students 

participating in the LDVA Senior Sports program.  

Athletes in this program were happy to welcome 

volleyball back to the schedule, and they have now 

competed in a variety of sports which also included soccer, 

flag football, basketball, European handball, lacrosse, and 

floor hockey.  Only one sport, Ultimate Frisbee, remains to 

be played before playoffs start in May, and the Sensazione 

Titans are still dominating the standings as they rapidly 

approach the 100 point milestone; they have enjoyed epic 

success in all sports thus far and are looking to make a 

confident playoff run. Their closest rivals, the Arte/Scienza 

Anacondas are sitting comfortably in second place, ready 

to squeeze out the other teams as they slither toward 

possible post season glory.  The buzz on the Corporalià 

Killer Bees is that they are more than capable of stinging 

their opposition, particularly in a tight playoff series where 

anything can happen.  The Curiosià Concordes have had 

trouble flying in formation all season, and seem to be a bit 

lost in dense cloud cover at the moment.  Hopefully their 

captain can pilot them in the right direction for the 

postseason as they will have a titanic challenge when they 

face the top seed.  Below is a summary of the standings as 

of April 24
th
 (two points are awarded for a win, one point 

for a tie, none for a loss).  During the playoffs, the top 

ranked seed will face the bottom seed, while second and 

third will square off in the other match up.  Each semi-

final will consist of a best of seven series featuring most of 

the sports already played during the regular season.  

Winners will advance to what should be an exciting best of 

seven final series.  Good luck to all teams! 
  

Team 
 

Wins 
 
Losses 

Ties 

 
Pts 

Sensazione  

Titans 

 

44 

 

14 

 

10 

 

98 

Arte/Scienza 

Anacondas 

 

32 

 

23 

 

13 

 

77 

Corporalità 

 Killer Bees 

 

30 

 

29 

 

10 

 

70 

Curiosità 

Concordes 

 

9 

 

49 

 

9 

 

27 

 

NEW LDVA MUSIC TEACHER  
A warm welcome to Mr. Demian, LDVA's new music 

teacher. Mr. Demian has strong qualification in  Primary 

and Junior Education and a B.Ed. in Music.  He has been 

well received by students and staff  and  with much mutual 

enthusiasm.   
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FRED FOX VISITS  LDVA                       Mr. Jewell 
 

On  April 14
th
 LDVA welcomed Fred Fox, the older 

brother of Terry Fox, to our school for an interactive and 

inspiring visit.  Back in September LDVA was involved in 

a school challenge to raise funds for cancer research by 

participating in the Terry Fox Run.  We met the challenge, 

and students were rewarded with a Blue Jays Day.   As a 

result of our successful fund raising, our school was 

entered in a draw with the prize being a visit from Fred 

Fox.   We were asked to recreate our Blue Jays Day, and 

everyone got into the spirit of the event, with Mr. Fox 

even painting on a beard so as to pose as Jose Bautista in a 

reenactment of his iconic bat flip during the baseball 

playoffs last October.  The students appreciated Fred’s fun 

and energetic approach as he presented family photos and 

talked about the remarkable character of his brother, Terry.  

This provided an intimate insight into the life of a great 

Canadian hero, while also reinforcing positive traits such 

as dogged determination and the desire to complete a task 

successfully before moving on to other pursuits.  
  

Fred Fox was impressed with questions posed by our 

students, and seemed emotionally moved with a song 

performance given by the grade 7/8 class.  The senior 

students wrote and sang lyrics in a tribute to Terry Fox and 

his memorable attempt to run across Canada back in 1980 

in support of cancer research. 
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SCUOLA MATERNA NEWS                 M. Ricciuti  
 

I  bambini della Scuola Materna, hanno continuato ad 

impegnarsi nello svolgimento del programma per il mese 

di aprile e maggio,e con l'arrivo della primavera, 

scoprono il cambiamento della natura , facendo cosiì uso 

dei cinque sensi e rafforzando i principi Leonardeschi. 
 

Durante il mese di aprile, i bambini si sono  impegnati 

nello sviluppo di lavori artistici come ad esempio quando 

hanno visitato “The living Art Center” creando con le 

loro proprie mani e della creta delle bellissime scatole 

portagioielli.  Ed anche quando si sono preparati per la 

“Fiera dell’Arte”, dove hanno avuto la possibilità di 

usare varie tecniche realizzando dei veri capolavori. 
 

Inoltre nel mese di aprile abbiamo ricevuto la visita di 

Fred Fox, fratello di Terry Fox, il quale ha mostrato a 

tutti alcune foto fatte insieme a suo fretello ed ha 

raccontato dei bei momenti vissuti insieme ma soprattutto 

ha parlato del coraggio di Terry Fox nella sua grande 

maratona, dando a tutti una lezione di vita. 
 

Un’altra attività svolta nella nostra classe è stata quella di 

piantare dei legume e poi curarli ogni giorno guardandoli 

germogliare e poi diventare piante.  
 

Ecco alcuni degli eventi per il mese di Maggio: 

3 maggio-Graduation pictures. 

5 maggio-Leonardo Challenge. 

2  maggio Biblioteca. 

25 maggio Pizza Lunch. 

26 maggio Festa della famiglia. 
 

Ricordiamo ai genitori che per quanto riguarda “Show 

and Tell”, con la lettera Z abbiamo finito questa attività 

per quest’anno scolastico. Un grazie a tutti per la 

collaborazione nel preparare i bambini. 

 

 
Scuola children with their Art Fair display  
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CASA MONTESSORI NEWS          Grimaldi/Pinto    
 

April and May have been busy months dedicated to 

celebrating our planet. In preparation for Earth Day, we 

studied what goes in the recycling, compost, and trash 

bins. We discovered our court yard full of trash and 

quickly sorted everything out in their proper receptacle. 

We have also been busy embellishing our environment 

with care of plants. On top of daily caring for our 

classroom plants and flower arranging, we also planted 

dwarf sunflowers, lavender, and mint! Our sunflowers are 

getting taller each day and our mint leaves have just begun 

to sprout. We are still patiently waiting for our lavender 

plant to germinate. 
 

The children have also been busy with their artwork this 

month. At the Living Arts Centre, the children and their 

teachers worked hard on their clay trinket boxes. They 

have been baked and sent back to the school and are ready 

to be painted. We also created foil sculptures of ballerinas 

and dancers for our school art fair. For our classroom 

project, the children decided on working with a canvas 

piece. Together, they arranged the crayons from darkest to 

lightest (just like in Colour Box 3), and glued them to the 

top of their canvas. Next, we took a hairdryer and melted 

the crayons until the colours began to melt down the 

canvas and discovered that the primary colours created the 

tertiary colours when mixed together! (see picture below). 

Thanks to all parents who came to the LDVA Art Fair. We 

were so proud to display our work! 

   

The children are practicing for Festa Della Famiglia, 

which will take place on May 26
th
 at 2:30 pm in the gym. 

The children are very excited. 
 

Just a reminder that, as per the Ministry standards (Child 

Care and Early Years Act), your child must have their own 

individual water bottle as well as their names clearly 

labeled. 
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LAPA NEWS 
 

As an opportunity to socialize and fundraise with other 

LDVA parents in a cozy setting, the LAPA Committee has 

planned an evening out for busy parents.  Please join us on  

May 13th at 7:30 pm at: The Gallery@BAKA GALLERY 

CAFÉ, 2256 Bloor St. W.,  2
nd

 floor. Tickets at $55 per 

person include culinary delights in an exposed brick Art  

Gallery featuring an incredible Italian cash bar ($15 Corkage-

BYOW). Space is limited so please order tickets early.   
 

Below: LDVA ART FAIR APRIL 21 

 
 
 

 

TORONTO  SCHOOL BOARD "POTENTIAL"  

SURPLUS SCHOOL DECLARATIONS 
       

The Toronto District School Board (TDSB) has been 

undergoing a review of its property holdings in order to 

respond to the surplus capacity at TDSB schools listed by 

the Provincial Government. This detailed "site by site" 

review has attracted significant media attention, including 

a TDSB approved report identifying a large number of 

schools that may be considered for sale in the future.  

Recently the  TDSB has added Buttonwood Hill and 8 

other schools to their "review processes" as additional 

sites to "consider for  disposition".  
 

As a tenant in one of the identified sites, we understand the 

anxiety created by mis-information and resulting  

questions. It is important  to know that the TDSB has NOT 

declared the Buttonwood property surplus and has not 

taken any action to initiate a sales process. Should the 

TDSB Board of Trustees decide at a future date, to declare 

any site(s) surplus, the Board has assured us that it will 

provide us with appropriate and timely notification.    
 

LDVA Co-Founder, Mr. Ritacca, has held talks with the 

area Trustee Mr. Chris Glover, and with the area MPP, Mr. 

Ivan Baker, to advocate for our school and highlight 

LDVA's long standing status as a tenant (over 30 years) 

and  role as a valuable community educational resource. 
 

 A public consultation meeting will be held by the TDSB 

to share information and gather feedback regarding the 

Buttonwood Hill property on Tuesday, May 24, 2016 at 

6:30 p.m. at  Richview Collegiate Institute. We will 

continue to take part in the public consultation process and 

will be keeping parents informed of eventual  

developments.  In the meantime we strongly encourage   

parents to manifest support for our cause by participating 

in the upcoming public meeting and advocating for 

LDVA's continued status at Buttonwood Hill.     
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NATURE & THINKING LIKE LEONARDO                      S. Ritacca 
 

Nature was Leonardo Da Vinci's classroom.   His detailed 
studies of plants & animals, the human body and natural 
phenomena occupied much of his thinking and were the  
inspiration for many of his works and inventions.  What we 
refer to as "Thinking Like Leonardo" is  born out of a  
passionate and life long study of nature in all its forms. 
 

In an article published April 19, 2016, Toronto Star Life 
Reporter Andrea Gordon reports "The healing power of 
nature is the subject of new medical accreditation designed 
for Ontario family doctors, aimed at putting the great 
outdoors  on the agenda when it comes to boosting 
patients' health".   Recent evidence shows the benefits of 
spending time in nature on longevity and  on  physical and 
mental health. He writes "Outdoor time has been shown to 
restore burnout that comes from sensory overload created 
by busy urban environments, the digital world....The result 
is people feel rejuvenated, better able to concentrate and 
more productive...Nature stimulates the parasympathetic 
nervous system, resulting in a calming effect ... Even 
looking at a green view out the window instead of a wall of 
concrete has shown measurable differences in well-being"  
 

A study on the impact of outdoor classrooms has shown 
that being outside positively affects children's ability for 
self-regulation - a key to learning.  This is because nature 
has a lot of characteristics that draw on what researchers 
call "involuntary attention" - which helps restore focus and 
fosters reflective thinking (as opposed to directed thinking 
that leads to fatigue and stress).  Elements of nature  - like 
running water, fire, waves, a breeze in the trees, sky and 
space - give a sense of timelessness, feed curiosità, and 
give rise to a feeling that there is more than meets the eye 
(sfumato and connessione).  Running around freely in a field 
or climbing a safe tree promote a sense of body awareness 
which we at LDVA know as  corporalità.   
 

Child-driven outdoor activities that allow for manipulation of 
materials (dimostrazione), pretend play, and provide 
opportunities to experience solitude or separation  help to 
promote attention restoration.  The key is, with nature as the 
classroom, let children explore and be in the moment.  In the 
words of Maria Montessori "Play is the work of children".   
 

In his book, Vitamin N: The Essential Guide to a Nature-Rich 
Life,  nature advocate Richard Louv offers tips for parents  
on how to combat what he calls "nature deficit disorder".   
Some of these even involve technology. One of his key 
points is to engage nature to enliven all the senses - 
sensazione.  
 

Allowing children opportunities to explore and discover the 
arts and sciences in the classroom of nature, not only 
promotes  "Thinking Like Leonardo"  but is  unequalled for 
the development of their brains, bodies, and souls.                  

      


